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Speaking
Cue card and Discussion
1 经历篇

A. IELTS Speaking questions from the Philippines – January 2010
Cue card

Talk about a conversation you had in the phone that was important to you, you should say:

- Who you talked to,

- What you talked about,

- Why it was important.

Discussion

- Which do you prefer, a face to face or a phone conversation?

- What would be the barriers in a phone conversation?

- Could there be problems in a face to face conversation?

- Do you think people who don’t know each other could have a functional talk? Give examples.

- Would they also talk about personal details?
B. IELTS test in Vietnam – January 2010 (Academic Module)
Cue card

Describe something that you made by yourself, you should say:

- what was it,

- how you made it,

- when you made it,

- why you made it yourself.

Discussion

- Talk about the difference between factory-made products and handmade products.

- What do you think about mass production in your country?

- Does mass production have any effect on the industry?

- Does globalization influence mass production?
C. IELTS Speaking questions from India – January 2010

Cue Card

Talk about a trip that you missed, you should say

- when and with whom it was,

- where to,

- why you missed it (give a reason),

- whether or not you regret missing it,

- what you missed by not going on this trip.

Discussion

- Define a business trip and a tourism trip.

- What is the difference between the two?

- How today’s technology is affecting air travel?
- Do you think that in the future air travel will decline or increase? Why?

- What are the main problems a tourist faces while touring a new country?

- What should a tourist do to tackle all these problems?
D. Cue Card

Talk about an important event that you went to recently ( a carnival / a sports event / etc), you should say:

- What was the event?

- Who was there?

- Did you enjoy it?

Discussion

- Tell me about some events in your country that people celebrate.

- Tell me about some occasions when people give flowers to each other in your country.
E. IELTS Speaking questions from Hong Kong – December 2009

Cue card

Tell me about some good news that you received via phone, you should say:

- who phoned you up,

- what the news was,

- why it was important.

Discussion

- Why is it so common for people to use mobile phones?

- What are the differences of mobile phones versus landline?

- What are the differences of using phones versus email?

- Why do some people not want to use mobile phones?

- Do you think letters will disappear one day?

- What is your opinion about the form of the future communication?
2 人物篇

A. IELTS Speaking questions from Hong Kong – January 2010
Cue card

Talk about a famous person outside your country, you should say

- who he / she is,

- why he / she is famous,

- how you came to know about him / her,

- what you know about him / her.

Discussion

- Can celebrities make any difference to any country?

- Why do businesses endorse celebrities?

- What is the advantage of having a celebrity in your country?
B. Cue card

Talk about a walk with a friend that you remember, you should say

- when it was,

- with whom it was,

- why you remember it.

Discussion

- Are we walking less or more these days?

- Will our walking habits grow in the future?

C. Cue card

Describe an old person that you know, you should say:

- who he / she is,

- what is he / she like,

- where you met him / her.

Discussion

- Discuss the role of old people in society and family.

- What are the effects of growing number of old people?

- Compare the attitude of children towards old people now and in the past.

- Who should take care of old people?

- In what ways can we help them?
3 物品篇

A. Cue card

Talk about a mechanical or electronic piece of equipment you would want to buy, you should say:

- What is it?

- Why do you want to buy it?

- Who told you about it?

- What other features would you want to have in it?

Discussion

- How is education and technology related?

- What is the effect of technology on society?

- Tell me about a specific situation where technology has affected the society.
B. Cue card

Describe a modern building which you have seen, you should say:

- What building it was,

- Where it was located,

- Why it is interesting.

Discussion

- Are the buildings these days different to the ones constructed in the past?

- What are the disadvantages and advantages of living in modern building?

- Why people destroy historic buildings?

- Should historic buildings be protected?

- Should civic buildings be built to look good? Why?

- Should a building be built in a nice looking way or rather be more practical? Why?

C. Cue card

Tell me about the most memorable card you received, you should say:

- From whom it was,

- What message it had,

- Why it was memorable.

Discussion

- Do you like sending cards?

- Do people like receiving mail through post or via email and why?

- What is the importance of literacy in your country?
D. Cue card

Talk about your favorite book from the childhood that you enjoyed, please say

- What is the title of this book?

- Who gave you this book?

- What was it about?

Discussion

The questions in the discussion were focused on climate, fashion, shopping and books for children.

- What is the climate in your country?

- What kind of climate do you like? Why?

- What kind of clothes and fashion do you like?

- What changes have happened in the style of fashion in your country over the years?

- Do you like shopping?

- What benefits reading can give to children?

- What age do you think is the best for introducing reading to children? Why?

- What ways are there to motivate children to read books?
E. IELTS in the Dominican Republic – December 2009 (Academic Module)
Cue card

Talk about a recent magazine or newspaper article that you read. You should say:

- where you saw it,

- what it was about,

- why you remembered it.

Discussion

- Do you write letters or emails?

- When was the last time you wrote a letter?

- We’ve been talking about newspaper articles and magazines, what do you think is the future of both?
F. Cue card

Describe something old that your family keep.

Discussion

Questions about museums and keeping things from the past
G. Cue card

Talk about a piece of music which you listened to in your childhood, you should say

- When it was,

- Where it was,

- What king of music it was,

- Who you listened to it with.

Discussion

- Do you think people in different countries listen to different music? Why?

- Is there any relationship between people’s culture and the kind of music they listen to?
4 喜好篇

A. IELTS exam in South Africa – January 2010 (General Training)
Cue card

Describe an exciting sport, you should say:

- how you found out about it,

- what it is about,

- why it is exciting to you.

Discussion

- What type of sport is broadcast on TV in your country?

- Do you think there is too much sport on TV?

- Should children do sport in schools?

- Would you watch sport on TV?
B. Cue card

Tell me about about a recent TV program that you didn’t like, you should say:

- what program it was,

- when you saw it,

- what it was about,

- why you didn’t like it.

Discussion

Generally, the topics we talked about were about TV programs.

- Do you think that nowadays quality of TV programs has dropped?

- Do you think nowadays TV artists are getting a fair pay?

- What type of TV program do you like? 

- Should a building be built in a nice looking way or rather be more practical? Why?
C. IELTS Speaking questions from Australia – January 2010
Cue card

Talks about a shop that you like the most, you should say:

- Where it is,

- What it sells,

- How you found it.

Discussion

- I was asked to discuss saving money.

- How can you encourage your children to save money (as they are very small and don’t know the importance of money)?

- What do you think about the way men and women shop?

- How is it different?

- Do you think it’s the parents or the government who should take the responsibility to encourage children to save money?
D. IELTS test in Ireland – January 2010 (Academic Module)
Cue card

Tell me about the good news that you received over the phone, in a letter or text message (other communication). You should say:

- Who informed you about it?

- What it was all about?

- Why was it important?

Discussion

- Which do you prefer, communicating in person or via phone, and why?

- Talk about the difference before and now in sending message.

- Do you think communication is important in a relationship? Why?

- Describe how the technology is affecting communication now.
E. Cue card

Talk about a sport you know and like, you should say:

- What kind of sport is it?

- Where did you learn about it from?

- Why do you like it?

Discussion

- What is the importance of sport?

- What are the differences between sport as a career and sport as a hobby?

- How does sport affect the amount of time spent with family?

- What is the influence of sport on advertisement?
5 学习生活工作篇

A. IELTS Speaking questions from Australia, NSW – January 2010

Cue Card

Please talk about the school that you went to when you were a child, you should say:

- what school that was,

- where it was,

- what you remember about your teachers,

- what you enjoyed during the school time.

Discussion

- For children there days, do you think it’s easier to make friends in a smaller school or a larger school? And how?

- In your opinion, what are the benefits of studying in a larger school? Please quote some examples.

- Do you think social education is important at school? What are the advantages for children?

- How do you think the school is also helping the pupils with developing their social skills? Please quote an example.

6 其他

A. IELTS Speaking questions from Spain, Madrid – December 2009
Cue card

Describe a change that you would like to make in the future, you should say:

- what that change is,

- what you have done to make that change happen,

- why you want to make it.

Discussion

- What are the most important changes in one’s life?

- Do you think people like changes?

- To what extent changes mean progress?
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